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Heidi Hardisty 
12a Myera St Swanbourne WA, 6010 

spideyheidi@outlook.com 
M 0416 614 696 

 
To:  Select Committee Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 
Parliament House, 4 Harvest Terrace, West Perth WA 6005 
Email Submission to lgi@parliament.wa.gov.au 
 
 
SUBMISSION on Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 
 
Please accept my submission considering the current form of the Local Government Act 
1995 (WA)  
 
How well is the system of Local Government functioning in Western Australia? 
 
Local Government (LG) is functioning, but not well. The focus is too much on the 
process of LG; it should be on the outcomes for the community and the environment. 
 

 
1. Whether the Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation is generally suitable 

in scope, construction and application; 
 
The primary function of the Local Government Act should be to govern and provide 
services that are in the public interest and protect and enhance Perth’s biodiversity, 
green space and trees. 
 
Local Government needs more power to counter poor State Planning and 
Environmental Laws that are resulting in urban sprawl, overcrowded neighbourhoods, 
loss of amenity, loss of trees and Perth’s unique biodiversity, increase in noise and air 
pollution, etc. 
 
Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 makes provisions for the EPA to 
undertake environmental impact assessment of significant proposals, strategic 
proposals and land use planning schemes. Currently there are no requirements to 
measure the impacts from smaller or local proposals which could have devastating 
effects on the environment, especially if cumulative impacts were considered. Local 
Governments should be required to conduct EIAs on the local impact of development, 
including assessing the cumulative impacts. These EIAs should then be properly 
considered when assessing whether or not proposals are approved. This would result in 
far better planning outcomes for the people and wildlife, not just the developers. 
 
The Act should include the precautionary principle. 
 

mailto:lgi@parliament.wa.gov.au


2 
 

There needs to be more accountability and transparency in decision making. Again, 
these decisions should be in the interest and betterment of the community and the 
wildlife, not just the land holder or the developer. Detailed reasons for development 
approvals should be published on the website. 
 
 
The CEO should be held accountable for his/her decisions. 
 
Better community engagement and consultation is needed so that the community can 
be better informed and be included in/ help to make decisions about their communities. 
 
2. The scope of activities of Local Governments 
 
 
Local Government should be about governing and providing local services while 
improving local amenity and conserving and enhancing the natural environment, green 
space and trees. Unfortunately, local communities are being degraded by 
overdevelopment. Local Governments are being forced to follow State Government 
policy, even though it may be wrong. For example, State Government enforces arbitrary 
infill development targets (base on endless growth models for Perth) that are extremely 
detrimental to the local community and wildlife. LG should be able to override these 
targets. 
 
LG should be leading the way in sustainable practices, vastly reducing waste at all 
levels, including energy, water, waste, paper, plastic and money. LG should also be 
doing public education and advocacy for conserving the environment, climate change 
mitigation, sustainable practice and generally reducing waste. These practices should 
be written into the Act. 
 
LG should have the power to impose waste levies and keep the money for sustainability 
and environmental projects. 
 
Local Governments should have the power to create laws that improve amenity, health 
and environment outcomes, even if the laws are in contrast to State Planning laws. For 
example, LG should have the legislative power to introduce a tree protection by-law, 
even if the state won’t. 
 
Standardise Public Question Time for all councils. Every effort should be made by the 
council staff and councillors to answer public questions at the Ordinary Council Meeting 
in which the questions are relevant to an agenda item. This can be done by taking 
questions well ahead of the OCM or from when the agenda is released. The Town of 
Claremont is very good at this. The Town of Cottesloe is not. In fact, the latter will not 
take questions beforehand and only takes questions at the OCM and generally only on 
notice. Hence the councillors make decisions without hearing the answers to these 
questions. This is not a democratic process. Hence it should be mandatory to answer 
questions or defer the decision to a later meeting, when the answers can be provided. 
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3. The role of the Department of State administering the Local Government Act 1995 

and related legislation 
 
I do not fully understand the role of how the Department of State administers the Act. 
This should be better explained in the Act. 
 
I do not think that the Minster for Local Government should have the sole power to 
intervene in council matters and/or suspend the council. An independent compliance, 
corruption, and investigation unit for local government should be set up to deal with 
integrity matters, improve policy, operations and decision making, etc. 
 
4. The role of Elected Members and Chief Executive Officers/employees and whether 

these are clearly defined, delineated, understood and accepted 
 
The roles are fairly clear. However, it should also be the role of Local Government and 
its players to govern and provide amenity in a manner that benefits the health and well-
being of the people and protects and enhances Perth’s biodiversity/wildlife. This needs 
to be added. 
There is a grey area that needs to be better defined in how councillors interact with the 
CEO and council staff. Sometimes councillors can interfere with works for personal 
reasons resulting in poor outcomes for the community/environment. But sometimes 
councillors’ input can be very helpful. 
Too often LG departments ‘work in silos’. For example, infrastructure departments that 
are designing pathways, streetlighting, etc., do not always properly consider the 
amenity, health and environmental consequences because they have not consulted with 
other departments (either internally or at state levels). This decision-making practice 
must be improved by ensuring all relevant departments have been consulted. 
 
I do not understand the issues surrounding liability. This needs to be clearer in the Act. 
It seems that councillors and mayors have no personal liability. They should carry some 
of the responsibility if they are found to be negligent in their decision making. Same 
goes for the CEO. 
 
It would be helpful if a summary (2-3 pages) of the roles of Local Government, Elected 
Members, Council, Mayor, CEO and councillors was provided as part of the Act. 
 
 
5. The funding and financial management of Local Governments 
 
Better reporting is needed on how LG spends their money, internally and externally. 
Details of expenditures should be listed on LG websites. Too much money is wasted in 
LG; it needs to be reduced. Too often contractors botch jobs and are paid again to fix up 
the bad job that they did in the first place. This practice must be fixed. 
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Gifts: All gifts and donations (what, by whom, to whom and how much) should be listed 
on the LG websites in real time (as soon as the donation is made). No exemptions. 
 
Donations and gifts from developers should be banned completely. Developers and 
members of their family should not be on council as the conflict of interest is too great.  
 
CEO’s should be held accountable. 
 
An independent compliance, corruption, and investigation unit for local government 
should be set up to deal with integrity matters, including bribery and decision making. 
 
6. Any other related matters 
 
Referendums should be made electronic and used more often so that more people can 
participate in decision-making processes. 
 
Building and compliance inspectors should be employed by each local council to check 
contract work, building, renovations, pool inspections, etc. Contractors should be more 
closely monitored as many damage property, roads, curbs, fences etc. leaving the bill to 
be picked up by the rate payers. 
 
Rangers need to enforce laws other than just parking, e.g., dogs off-lead, noise by-laws, 
etc. 
 
Although generally well written, there are a few sections in the Act that are confusing 
and poorly written, e.g., the sections 2.19, 2.20. (regarding the qualifications needed to 
be a councillor and the many exemptions) are difficult to understand and needs to be re-
written. All sections of the LG Act should be written in a clear and concise manner that 
all citizens can understand, without unnecessary legal jargon. Where legal terms are 
needed, these should be clearly and concisely explained for the general public. 
 
Reading of the Act could be made much easier if you could click on the page number 
and it would take you straight to that page. Also the page number should correspond to 
the PDF page number. Currently you have to add 34 to a page number to get to the 
correct page. 
 
I would be happy to answer questions about this submission if needed. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Heidi Hardisty 
12a Myera St, Swanbourne 6010 
M 0416 614 696 
 
Conservation Volunteer, Friends of Lake Claremont. I was coordinator of the group for 
10 years and work closely with local government. The FOLC group is leading one of the 
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largest ongoing wetland and bushland restoration projects in Perth. I am still heavily 
involved, mainly as the planting supervisor. 




